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STATE SCHOOL ENROLMENT CANCELLED 
This sheet is intended to provide general legal information about the law in 
Queensland. This information is not legal advice. If you have a particular legal 
problem you should contact a solicitor for legal advice. At the end is a list of 
agencies that might be able to assist you, including legal agencies. 
 

What are the reasons that my enrolment can be cancelled? 
You can only have your enrolment cancelled if: 
 You are over 16 or you have completed year 10 AND 
 You refuse to participate in the school’s education program (participation means more 

than just turning up at school). 
 
Who decides to cancel my enrolment if I am over 16 and refuse to participate in school? 
If the principal decides to cancel your enrolment, the school must give you a written notice telling 
you: 
• your enrolment at the school is cancelled 
• you cannot apply to re-enrol for a certain period (less than 12 months from the date of the 

notice)  
• you can write to the Head of Education Queensland (Chief Executive) saying why your 

enrolment should not be cancelled. 
 
How do I change the decision? 
You can write to the Chief Executive and ask them to review the Principal’s decision. There is no 
time limit on when you can ask for a review.   
 
You must clearly set out the reasons why you say the decision is wrong and any other information 
that supports your side of the story. For example, you need to be able to point out to the Chief 
Executive where the Principal made a mistake, was biased against you or did not properly 
consider relevant information in making their decision. 
 
You can also make an application to the Supreme Court for Judicial Review but you should talk 
to a lawyer if you are considering this. 
 
What can the Chief Executive do? 
The Chief Executive can: 
• agree with the original decision to cancel your enrolment; or 
• vary the original decision; or 
• make a new decision in place of the original decision. 
 
Who can help?      
Youth Advocacy Centre (YAC) www.yac.net.au  ...................................................................... 3356 1002 
 
Hub Community  Legal  www.hubcommunity.org.au ................................................................ 3372 7677 
  
YFS Legal Logan www.yfs.org.au ............................................................................................ 3826 1500 
 
Legal Aid Queensland www.legalaid.qld.gov.au ....................................................................... 1300 651 188 
 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Legal Service www.atsils.org.au ........................................ 3025 3888 
 or (freecall)  

                                                                                                                                    1800 012 255  
 (24hrs 7 days a week) 
 
Queensland Ombudsman www.ombudsman.qld.gov.au  ......................................................... 1800 068 908 
 
Community Legal Centres (CLCs) see www.naclc.org.au for your nearest CLC 
Youth Support Co-ordinator, School Chaplain or Guidance Officer at your school. See school office. 
 
 
 
This information was last reviewed and updated in November 2023. The Youth Advocacy Centre does not accept 
responsibility for any action or outcome as a result of anyone relying on the information provided. 
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