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Crimes Amendment (Prohibiting the Strip Searching of Children) Bill 2026 — Youth
Advocacy Centre Submission

The Youth Advocacy Centre (YAC) appreciates the opportunity to provide submissions on the Inquiry
into the Crimes Amendment (Prohibiting the Strip Searching of Children) Bill 2026 (the Bill). YAC has
extensive practical and direct experience of the matters addressed by this Bill.

YAC endorses the implementation of the Bill particularly the prohibition of all strip searches of those
under 18 as proposed by the Bill’s draft of section 90C of the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth).

In Queensland, although complete unclothed searches of children are prohibited, children are still
being traumatised by the practice of partially clothed searches especially within the watch houses and
detention centres.

In 2025, the Inspector of Detention Services completed a review of the detention centres across
Queensland, which identified the following:-

e From 1 January — 31 March 2025, the Brisbane Youth Detention Centre had 195 admissions
and 43 re-admissions where all children were partially searched.!

e From 1 December 2023 — 30 November 2024, the West Moreton Youth Detention Centre
conducted 134 admissions and 51 re-admissions of which 185 (81%) of the total 229
admissions involved partially clothed searches.?

In those short review periods, the report exposed the overreliance in the use of partially clothed
searches, which proved to be ineffective in locating contraband. The report stated:?

The lack of contraband identified through routine partially clothed searches at admission or
readmission at West Moreton and Brisbane YDCs (Youth Detention Centres) indicates this
practice is excessive and ineffective.*

YAC is further concerned, that as highlighted in the report, partial strip searches were conducted
routinely and inconsistently with detention centres’ policy by failing to conduct associated individual
risk assessments ensuring that the “need of a partially clothed search of a child is robust and
proportionate to the risk.”®

YAC submits that strip searches are not child focused, trauma informed nor culturally appropriate in
nature. YAC is further concerned that strip searches are unnecessarily conducted resulting in
unjustifiable adverse long-lasting consequences to children. They are inherently traumatic,
undignified and psychologically damaging for children. Victims of physical and or sexual abuse will
experience further compounding trauma by being subjected to strip searches.

YAC submits that given the advancement in technologies, scanning technology capabilities exists to
identify contraband and dangerous goods without the use of strip searches.

1 Queensland Ombudsman (Inspector of Detention Services), Combined inspection report for youth detention
centres — A report on our 2025 inspections of 3 Queensland Youth Detention Centres — West Moreton, Brisbane
and Cleveland (August 2026), page 17.
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In Queensland, The Inspector of Detention Centre in its report observed:-

Electronic contraband detection equipment such as X-ray body scanners could greatly reduce
the need for partially clothed searches. While this equipment is readily available and widely
adopted in other settings, it is not used in Queensland’s YDCs.®

The impact of the Bill would ensure that all State and Territory Governments invest funds to adopt
such less intrusive alternatives to strip searches.

Recent policy and legislative reforms by the Queensland Government have overridden the human
rights of children under the Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld). The reforms have resulted in a significant
increase in the number of children being detained in both watch houses and detention centres.
Inevitably, an increased number of incarcerated children corresponds with an increased number of
children experiencing partial strip searches.

YAC submits that the only means to safeguard children from the degrading and inhumane effects of
strip searches requires a response from the Federal Government with the implementation of the Bill.
This would ensure all States and Territory laws are compliant with eradicating the use of complete and
partial strip searches. It would also guarantee local and international human rights obligations are
upheld to protect vulnerable children.

Please let me know if you have any questions in relation to these submissions.

Yours sincerely,

Katherine Hayes
CEO

Youth Advocacy Centre
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